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from the 30 alliance districts, repre-
senting the highest number of any 
district. “We see the success of our 
schools that have been recognized as 
one affirmation of our ongoing efforts 
to enhance all aspects of teaching and 
learning in Danbury,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Sal Pascarella. “We are also 
grateful for the diligence, passion and 
leadership of the teachers and adminis-
trators in all of our schools. We are also 
thankful for their remarkable efforts 
in meeting the needs of every student, 
including those with special needs and 
those who are learning the English lan-
guage. Our educators come prepared 
each day to give 100 percent of their 
skills and expertise to our students.”

Dear Danbury Staff, Parents and Supporters,

As the year comes to a close, we have many successes on which to look back.

This year, six of our schools were named as “Schools of Distinction” by the Connecticut Department of 
Education. We are very proud of this as it recognizes the hard work the district has put in to align our 
schools with high standards of quality education.

Several of our district administrators received accolades for their dedication to our schools. Dr. Harry 
Rosvally, STEM coordinator, was recognized for his outstanding service to education which has spanned 
his career. Great Plain Elementary School nurse Ellen Calle received an award for her Peer Leadership by 
the Association of School Nurse of Connecticut. DHS girls’ basketball coach Jackie DiNardo was honored 
as Outstanding Coach of the Year by the Connecticut High School Coaches Association. 

Our high school students have been accepted into some of the top schools in the nation. The middle school 
students have participated in career fairs, the Connecticut Invention Convention and the state science fair. 
Elementary school students have been engaged in many projects including collecting pennies for charity, 
watching chicks hatch in the classroom, and learning manners at a formal dining table. All of these experi-
ences create students who are prepared to take advantage of many future opportunities.

All of these accomplishments are because we have a team of educators, parents, paraprofessionals, and 
community members who rally behind our students despite the challenges that the district faces. We all 
work hard to make sure our students have the tools they need to grow – and it’s been worth the effort.

We appreciate everything you do for our students. Have a wonderful summer.

Dr. Sal Pascarella, Superintendent of Schools

Titled “Connecticut’s Next Generation 
Accountability System,” this year’s new 
Department of Education’s standards 
rely on a broad set of 12 indicators that 
measure how well a school is preparing 
students for success in college, careers 
and life. The new system now moves 
beyond test scores and graduation rates 
that, in addition to measuring academic 
achievement, also focuses on student 
growth over time. 
The second change in the system is that 
it includes additional key indicators, 
including academic achievement status 
measured by new assessments; academic 
growth; assessment participation rate; 
chronic absenteeism; and preparation 
for postsecondary and career readiness 
– coursework and exams.

Six Danbury schools recognized as ‘Schools of Distinction’
Six elementary schools in Danbury 
were selected as “Schools of Distinc-
tion” for the 2015-16 school year by the 
Connecticut Department of Education.
According to a recent report that 
outlines the specifics of a new ac-
countability system, Ellsworth Avenue, 
Hayestown Avenue, Mill Ridge Pri-
mary, Morris Street, Park Avenue and 
South Street elementary schools were 
among the 116 recognized statewide 
of more than 1,000 Connecticut public 
schools. Danbury had the highest 
number of recognized schools in the 
state, along with Greenwich and Ridge-
field districts, which also had six.
In a second category, the six Danbury 
schools were among just 15 selected
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Students at Morris Street School learn about fine dining
Learning table manners was 
made easy for students at 
Morris Street School who were 
treated to a three-course meal 
with tablecloths and linen 
napkins to experience dining 
etiquette in April.
A group of 24 fifth-graders 
dined on chicken cordon bleu 
and gateau with chocolate 
mousse while learning to set a 
table and converse at the table.
The event was sponsored by 
Sodexo, the district’s food ser-
vice provider. Sodexo chef Scott 
Schweizer, from Rogers Park 
Middle School, was on site to 
prepare food while Sodexo staff

served the the children. 
“The best way to learn and 
retain is to be interested,” said 
Sodexo manager Douglas 
Langridge. “Most important 
is educating them in what 
table manners really are. Good 
manners are important. You use 
them throughout your life.”
Before diving into a green salad 
with tomatoes served with 
dinner rolls, students watched 
a video on good and bad habits 
at the table. After the video, stu-
dents put napkins on their laps 
and asked each other to (please) 
pass the salad dressing. “The 
smaller fork on the right is  

used for salad, then there’s the 
entrée fork,” said Langridge. 
“You work from the left.”
Fifth-grade teacher Jennifer 
Strohmeyer said students antici-
pated the event for weeks. Eight 
students from three classes 
were chosen based on academic 
progress and good behavior.
 “Parents are working and 
there’s sometimes not a lot of 
opportunity to experience this,” 
she said.
Langridge said that most stu-
dents learn some table manners 
from their parents, but today’s 
busy parents need help.
“People expect kids to have

manners,” he said. “Sometimes 
we have to teach them.”
The students, who laughed and 
talked to each other during the 
meal, obviously enjoyed the 
event and the food. But they 
also learned new things. 
“I didn’t know you’re not 
supposed to put your elbows 
on the table,” said Stephanie 
Monroy.
Ayman Abdulmumin said he 
will make sure to carry food 
to his mouth with his fork. 
He also learned that slurping 
soup is a no-no. But the most 
fun part of the afternoon: “The 
food is really good.” 

Great Plain school nurse earns state-level award
Ellen Calle, nurse at Great Plain Elementary School, has been recognized as a Peer 
Leader by the Association of School Nurses of Connecticut. She will be awarded at 
ASNC’s annual spring meeting May 10, which is also National School Nurses Day.
“Ellen Calle demonstrates all the qualities of an exceptional school nurse. In 
addition to being a highly knowledgeable and skilled nurse, Ellen’s calm demean-
or, kindness and compassion are reflected in the welcoming environment of her 
school health office,” said Kathleen O’Dowd, health and nursing services coordi-
nator for Danbury schools. “Ellen leaves an impression on students and families 
even after they leave Great Plain School.”
Calle has been a nurse at Great Plain for 20 years. Prior to becoming a school 
nurse, she worked in medical surgery, and labor and delivery before staying home 
to raise her three children. Calle’s children went to Danbury schools.
“I love the kids. I love the families,” Calle said. “An educational setting is very dif-
ferent: the goal is education and making sure the kids are healthy and have access 
to resources.”
Calle says she tends to students’ needs from support with social issues to help with 
medical management. Highly respected by her colleagues in the district, Calle 
serves as a resource for new and experienced nurses in the district. She also advo-
cates for colleagues by serving as president of the nurse’s union.
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Passion for poetry earns Danbury student national award

Danbury High School senior Anna Strosser, who describes poetry as her way of seeing the world, earned a silver medal for her 
poem “Nose Dive.” The award was from Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, which received more than 330,000 submissions from 
students across the country in 29 categories. Anna will receive the award at a ceremony held at New York City’s Carnegie Hall in 
June.
“I’m happy that any of my poems were selected,” Anna said. “This one is imagery heavy. I’m usually more direct. Imagery takes 
more thought. I’m proud of this one and happy they were able to understand it.”
Each year the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards are presented to students in grades 7 through 12 from across the country. This 
year 431 of 1,920 writing submissions were awarded gold and silver keys and honorable mentions. Anna’s poem earned a gold 
key before moving on to the national competition. Scholastic Art and Writing Awards was founded in 1923 and has recognized 
younger writers including Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote and Joyce Carol Oates. 
Last year, Anna won first place in a poetry contest held by the Danbury Cultural Commission. She has also had work published 
in “Teen Ink” magazine and is co-editor of “The Nutmegger,” the DHS literary magazine.
Anna, who plans to attend college next fall to study economics with a minor in creative writing, has been writing poetry since 
eighth grade. Once a week, she travels to Westchester to Writopia Lab, a writing program that sponsors, in part, the Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards.
She also received a gold key for her poem, “My Days With You and Crystal Voodoo.”
In “Nose Dive,” the speaker realizes that her partner is using her to escape reality, and she needs to move on. Anna said she gets 
her inspiration from situations, and she reads a lot. Her poems are usually derived from her own experiences.
“It’s all really personal,” she said. Because poetry uses precise, condensed language, Anna said she has learned how to choose 
words carefully. “It’s a thought process. It’s so engrained that it’s a matter of thinking.”
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Danbury 2017-18 school year to start after Labor Day

Danbury schools receive grants from mayor for special projects
Projects from raising chicks to using heart monitors

The Danbury schools received more 
than $10,000 in March from the Dan-
bury Education Foundation to support 
educational projects and events at seven 
district schools.
Started by Danbury Mayor Mark 
Boughton in 2005, the Danbury Educa-
tion Foundation improves funding and 
support for education through grants 
and scholarships. It raises money for 
school programs outside of the regular 
school budget and takes applications 
from schools for needed items, such as 
field trips or equipment. Every district 
teacher has the opportunity to apply.
Grant winners are:

Darren Wittko and Mary Fee, Broadview 
Middle School: “Creative Publishing and 
Production.” 
Debbie Ireland, Stadley Rough Elemen-
tary School: “Little Free Library Out-
reach.”
Susan DeMattio, Danbury High School: 
“Student Centered Learning.”
Tracey Scalzo, Morris Street School: 
“Hatching Baby Chicks.”
Mark Ottusch and Will Hauser, Acade-
my of International Studies, King Street 
Intermediate and Pembroke schools: 
“Heart Rate Monitoring in Physical 
Education.”

Due to construction at Danbury High School, Danbury 
Public Schools will hold the first day of classes on Tues-
day, Sept. 5, for the 2017-2018 school year. It will be a full 
school day.

The plan will be to return to a start date in late August the 
following school year.

“Construction at the high school has been moving along 
according to schedule,” said Superintendent Dr. Sal Pas-
carella, “but we just need an extra week to assure that the 
building is ready to accommodate students at the begin-
ning of school. We have made adjustments to the entire 
calendar to ensure that the school year is not unnecessarily 
extended to make up for the late start.”

Two days have been added to the new school calendar: a 
half day of school is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 22, the 
day before Thanksgiving break, and a full day on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, following President’s Day.

With the late start date and not considering five snow days, 
the tentative last day of school for students will be June 15, 
2018.

The new start date will not affect the Early Release days for 
purposes of Professional Development that were built into 
last year’s calendar.

Students at Morris Street School check their 
classroom incubator to see the dozen eggs 
that will hatch in mid-May.
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Broadview named ‘Unified Middle School of the Year’

Broadview Middle School was named 
the Unified Sports Michael’s Cup Middle 
School of the Year and will be honored at 
an April 24 ceremony.
The statewide award recognizes middle 
and high school students of all abilities 
who exemplify sportsmanship, enthu-
siasm and teamwork as participants in 
Special Olympics Unified Sports.
According to its website, “Unified 
Sports® is a registered program of Special 
Olympics. It is a program that combines 
approximately equal numbers of athletes 
with and without an intellectual dis-
ability on sports teams for training and 
competition. All Unified Sports® players, 
both athletes and Unified partners, are 
of similar age and matched by sport skill 
ability. Unified Sports® teams are placed 
in competitive divisions based on their

skill abilities, ranging from training 
divisions (focused on skill-learning) to 
high-level competition.” In 1992, Special 
Olympics Connecticut together with the 
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Con-
ference worked to bring the program to 
public and parochial schools throughout 
the state.
Christine Miller, a social skills counselor 
at Broadview, is being recognized as Uni-
fied Middle School Coach of the Year.
Broadview has participated in the pro-
gram for the past 17 years, growing to be 
a model of inclusion for students of all 
abilities and from every race, religion, 
socioeconomic status, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, and cultural back-
ground and experience.
“I am extremely proud of this program,” 
said Broadview principal Edie Thomas.

“The uniqueness of our Broadview 
community is the acceptance this pro-
gram promotes. Our students as athletes 
partner with special needs students for 
training and competition.”
The Unified team of 50 students meets 
weekly. The students participate in three 
sports throughout the year; in the sports 
“off time,” the group hold “Fun Club,” in 
which students play sports and games.
“True friendships are built here,” said 
Miller, who runs the program with Wil-
liam Herzog. “If you are someone who 
can help, then help. If you need help, we’ll 
be there.”
The program also includes Broadview 
United, which includes Unified Sports, 
Leadership, Social Skills, and Service to 
the Community. 

Park Avenue School raises LOTS of pen-
nies for charity

Park Avenue School students, with the 
help of their school nurse Lynn Meeker, 
collected more than $4,000 in pennies 
this year to donate to the Leukemia Soci-
ety. Meeker, who will retire this year after 
28 years, said she is proud of the students 
and their efforts. Last year, Park Avenue 
students collected $2772.

Robin Provey is the Public Relations consultant 
for the district. If you have a news item or event 
that would make a good addition to the newslet-
ter, please contact her at robineprovey@aol.com 
or prover@danburyl.k12.ct.us or call 203-942-

1302.

Under the authority of the Board of Education, 
Robin sends district press releases to area media 
and legislators. She also creates content for the 
district website and the quarterly newsletter.

About the Newsletter
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Danbury middle schools host Career Fairs 

Students learn from professionals
As part of a Career Fair pre-
sentation, Rogers Park Middle 
School students learned 
firsthand how to dust for fin-
gerprints and even take their 
own fingerprints under the 
direction of Danbury police 
officer David Antedomenico 
at the annual event.
Some 960 sixth- through 
eighth-grade students at 
school spent the morning of 
March 22 going to “classes” 
given by area professionals. Of 
the 50 presentations, students 
were able to choose four to 
attend. Each class was 15 
minutes.
“I want to become a crime 
scene investigator,” said 
eighth-grader Justin Cordero.

“I’m interested in design 
ing. My dad is a carpenter,” 
Marcelino said.
Private airplane pilot Chip 
Abbott, who flies for World 
Wrestling Entertainment in 
Stamford, shared a video of 
flying and talked about speed, 
altitude and filing flight plans.
“It’s basically a highway in the 
sky,” Abbott told the students. 
“And they have to control the 
traffic.”
Zachary Vasale said he would 
consider being a pilot as a 
career.
“I like aviation,” Zachary said. 
“I wanted to learn the ins and 
outs of what it’s like to be a 
pilot.”

of April 6 going over design 
photos and sketches of his 
work – from small apartments 
that take creative genius to 
work to larger homes that 
require great attention to 
many details.  His audience: 
eighth-grade students at 
Broadview Middle School’s 
annual Career Fair.
Seventeen area professionals 
shared their career knowl-
edge and experience with 
360 eighth-grade students at 
the school. Each student was 
assigned to sit in on three 
20-minute long presentations.
Student Marcelino 
Mazariegos found the archi-
tectural presentation intrigu-
ing.

“I already know some stuff 
like this, but I want to learn 
even more.”
Chef Loran O’Connell, who 
works at Old Oaks Country 
Club in Purchase, New York, 
talked to students about the 
science of cooking. He told 
students it was important to 
know about time, temperature 
and safety.
“The science has always been 
there,” he said, referring to 
cooking and science. He told 
them that school is important 
and so is hands-on learning.
O’Connell was also at the 
Career Fair held at Broadview 
Middle School.
Newtown architect Thomas 
Milano spent the morning 

Photos: clockwise from the right; Canine 
consultant Eddie Simon and  Cooper; 
Danbury police officer Dave Antedo-
menico; pilot Chip Abbott; Chef  Loren 
O’Connell; and corporate writer Sarah 
Bollert.
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STEM administrator recognized for ‘outstanding service to education’

High School eliminated “tracking” so that 
students are now all engaged in col-
lege-preparatory (or honors) courses.
“They all have the opportunity to go on for 
advanced studies, whether immediately af-
ter high school or at a later time,” Rosvally 
said. “They need to learn to learn.”
Under Rosvally’s leadership, the district 
has for the past several years held an In-
vention Convention that includes all three 
middle schools and seven elementary 
schools. Last year, nine Danbury students 
were recognized as inventors at the state 
level. Students have also been successful at 
the annual Connecticut Science and En-
gineering Fair. Last year eight of ten stu-
dents, from the Westside Middle School 
Academy, who were selected as finalists at 
the district competition were also selected 
as finalists at the state level, making it the 
most successful middle school in the state. 
This year, at the CSEF, a DHS student was 
selected as a finalist in the life science 
category and two seventh graders and two 
eighth graders from WSMSA were select-
ed as finalists.

(story continued on page 8)

It’s been eight years since Dr. Harry 
Rosvally stepped into his role as the head 
of STEM curriculum for the Danbury 
schools. And in those eight years, Rosvally 
has made it his mission to create programs 
that support teachers and encourage 
students to explore all that science has 
to offer – from designing inventions to 
researching complex science theories.
As a result of his hard dedication, Rosvally 
has been named this year’s recipient of 
the Connecticut Science Educator Fellow 
(CSEF) Award from the Connecticut 
Science Teachers Association (CSTA). The 
award was presented May 3 in New Haven.
The CSEF award is the highest and most 
prestigious award given to a science edu-
cator who has been previously recognized 
for exemplary science teaching and service 
to one or more state science organizations 
and who has taught for at least 20 years.
An educator for more than 25 years, 
Rosvally currently oversees math and 
science curriculum revision for all of the 
Danbury schools, a process in which he 
includes teacher input. He also manages 
several grants that offer opportunities 
not only for student growth, but also for 
teacher professional development.

“I continue to provide opportunities for 
professional development for the teach-
ers,” Rosvally said. “It improves their own 
expertise in their teaching, and their en-
thusiasm is infectious and they help their 
colleagues. It filters back to the students. 
They are getting top-quality science educa-
tion with improved alignment to the Next 
Generation Science Standards.”
The changes at the high school level were 
implemented in 2010 and at the middle 
schools in 2011, and started with creating 
a more homogenous curriculum – stu-
dents are all engaged in similar learning, 
activities, and unit assessments. Danbury 

Board of Education
Members

Eileen W. Alberts 
    Gladys Cooper
Michael Ferguson
Richard Hawley,

 vice chairperson
 Richard Jannelli
Patrick Johnston
Frederick Karrat
David Metrena 

    Kathleen Molinaro, 
secretary

 Ralph Pietrafesa,
 chairperson

Holly Robinson

Board of Education 
Meetings held 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday each month at 7 
p.m. 

 May 10 and 24, 2017

June 14 and 28, 2017 

Danbury Board of Education 
63 Beaver Brook Road 

Danbury, CT 06810 

We’re on the web! 
Visit us at: 

www.danbury.k12.ct.us/

SCHOOL CALENDAR
May 2:  One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
May 12:  Professional Development-Early Dismis
    sal-T-Eval
May 16:  One Hour Early Release for Students/ 
    PD
May 26:  Professional Development Schools   
   Closed
May 29:  Memorial Day – Schools Closed 

June 13:  WERACE graduation 7 p.m., WCSU
June 15:  ACE graduation 5 p.m., WCSU
June 16:  All middle schools moving up 
   ceremonies: Broadview noon; Rogers
   Park 4 p.m.; Westside 7 p.m.
June 19: DHS Graduation 5 p.m. (rain date
    June 20)
June 20: Last day of school, early dismissal
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DHS Robotics team competes in 
VEX World Championships

Danbury High School Robotics Team 5150 qualified for the 
2017 Vex Robotics World Championships in April. The four-day 
event was held in Louisville, Kentucky.
The competitive robotics club, Team 5150, is an afterschool club 
led by team adviser and DHS Technology Education Teacher 
Erik Savoyski, who said the skills learned in his DHS Honors 
Robotics Course prepare students for Team 5150. The course 
engages students in science, technology, engineering and math 
and helps prepare students for tomorrow’s high-tech workplace.
The Hatters G-team finished 89 of 94 in the engineering divi-
sion, while the H-team finished 15 of 94 in the arts division. 
J-team finished 12 of 94. Team D ranked 10 of 94 in the research 
division.
This was the seventh season for the DHS competitive robotics 
team – and the seventh time qualifying for the world event, 
where only seven percent of Vex teams from around the world 
compete.
“It was again an honor to watch these students work and com-
pete at worlds,” said Savoyski.

Rosvally said the invention convention has really sparked interest in many of the students, which is shown in its 
growth over the years from 40 students to more than 400.
“That’s one of the things I’m really proud of,” he said. “It’s in more than half of our elementary schools. This is exciting 
for kids to be inventors, to be engineers.”
Rosvally earned an Educational Doctorate in Educational Administration from Teachers College, where he also 
earned a master’s degree. He also earned an undergraduate degree in Electrical Engineering from Georgia TECH. He 
is a member of several state science organizations, including the Connecticut Science Supervisors Association and 
Connecticut Science Teachers Association, and he is the statewide science coordinator for the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.

STEM administrator recognized for ‘Outstanding Service to Education’
(continued from page 7)

School Budget 2017-18 Faces Reduction
As the education budget for the 2017-18 school year progresses forward, the Superintendent and Board of Education are 
looking to other funding, both state and federal, to meet the district’s financial obligations. Until the legislative session 
breaks for summer, it is unclear as to the amount of additional funding and, therefore, the magnitude of reductions.
 
As always, students’ needs will be a primary concern when making any cuts, and we will continue to maintain the same 
high standard of education and programs to the best of our ability under extremely difficult financial conditions.


